WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK UPON THE GROUND. IT 1S 
TRANSFORMED INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, 


LIKE A PETULANT CHILD, TRUDSING OF TO WORK, GRIPPING 

THE PALE SUN SLOWLY, STEERING WHEELS AND BUS STRAPS, -- OR THE ENERGY, 

RISES OVER THE ISLE FEW COMMUTERS HAVE THE INCLIN, FOR THAT MATTER-- 
OF MANHATTAN. 


HI} il 
, 


AND NO ONE 
NOTICES A 
SINISTER 
FIGURE 
SUHOUETTED 
AGAINST THE 
YAWNING 


YOU OKAY, DAD? 
A SCHOOLYARD Fill OF bite 
WEARY RRENTS AND. || MANY, AS THE SNIPER ELIE BASEN 
menicuousty sraixs H\ my gack’sa err 
STIFE! SPENT THE 
NIGHT ON THE 


THE LASER SIGHT BOUNCES 
AMONG POTENTIAL VICTIMS. 


~ ATRuE-To-ure LTT" WHAT HARM COULD 11 00?) 
AFRIEND... ASGARDIAN WARRIOR £ TO COME CLEANABOUT KEVIN WOULD NEVER’ 
DROPPED BY HIM MY FRIEND ) GODDESS, WHO'S 
RATHER UNEX- WAS THE “TRYING TO CON ME 
PECTEDLY..AND 4 LADY SIE 4 INTOJOINING HERON 
FAVE UP MAY 
DP 


BESIDES, HE'D GET A REAL 

KICK OUT OF KNOWING HIS 
FATHER'S THE NEWEST SUPER 
JOE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 


ERIC WASTERSW'S THOUGHTS ARE | 
RUDELY CUT SHORT BYA STRANGLED qs THREE 
/)\ SCREAM -- HOLLOW POWTS 
BRUTALLY __ | 
Z STRIKE HOMES 


THAT GUY THAT GOT IS THis AN ACT OF RANDOM 
HIT-- KNOW HIM / 


MOLENCE) 
OR WAS THE ASSASSIN AIMING FOR 
HE'S A SUBSTITUTE 

TEACHER BY THE 

NAME OF GERRINS! Se 


S-SURE, 
Ne MARREROL 


WHERE'S 
MY DAP GOINGT 
WHAT'S HE DOING © 


RACING INTO A 
DESERTED ALLEY, 
ERic MASTERSON 
INSTINCTIVELY 
SLAMS WIS. 
WALKING STICK. 
AGAINST A NEARBY | 


“THE PLACE |S COMPLETELY 
= AND INSTANTLY DESERTED! THE ASSASEIN'S 
Ray tasty ALREADY GONE! 
MMUSCLED FIGURE! 


“THERE 5 SOME 
MESSAGE 
SPRAY-PAINTED 


HURLING THE ENCHANTED 
MACE, WHICH HENOW 
HOLDS, HE [5 CARRIED 
OVER FIFTY FEET INTO 

THE AIR? 


THE SHOTS CAME: 
FROM THIS ROOFTOPY; 


i 
/* 
Ss 


W 


VITES, A HORDE OF POUCE TECHNICIANS DESCEND UPON THE SCHOALYA 


WOTHIN HUME 

SCENE... poor 

7 See ee aes TA 
HANK: STATEMENT, INDO KILLING. 
THUNDERSTRIKE. < 


Ze 


= Was ic iG 


OFFICIALLY, 3 
LOWE? 


JM .NOT A 
‘JO SPECULATE 
THIS EARLY IN AN 


INVESTIGATION. 


Tht 
IT PACTS OUR CAMLDREW: 3 SURE, 
: — | ALWAYS FLASH AGIANT 
THUNDERBOLT Wh 
THE SKY’ 


2 NEVER STOPPED 
HOW “THE POLICE-- 
ELGE-- COULD REACH ME IF L 
WASN'T ASSOCIATED WITH THE: 
AVENGERS. 


TO THINK, 
‘OR ANYBODY 


re = ee 
me a = 
Gor (CONFERENCE 7 a ES 
STEMMING. \Y] 2 Assume We CAN CONTACT YoU THROU: 
IPER- AVENGERS FOR ANY FOLLOW 
IN THIS CIT 
s =, OR YOU COULZ 


SECURING THE CRUE 


A 


ZU JUST scooT 
() over a Few Blocks, 
TRANSFORM, ANC 
DOUBLE-BACK FoR 
M- 


‘A SWOCTING 
ATTHE SCHOOLE/, 


a 


1Ow 
HORRIBLE. eof 


L SPOKETO 


OH, BRIC--/ LIFE BAG GOTIEN SO 
COMPLICATED? IT ISN'T LIKE WHEN 
YOU ANP I WERE TOGETHER! 
LISTEN, MARCY... 
Z CONT WANT TO 
BUTTIN... BUT IA 
RERE IF YOU NEE? 

Me. 


i 
FROM BoeBe 


I HAVEN'T ACTUALLY 
SPOKEN WITH HIM SINCE 
Eu, HE LOST HIS TEMPER... 
HE'S LEFT A FEW MESSAGES 
ON MY ANSWERING MACHINE. 


2'VE SEEN THIS 
KINO OF THING BEFORE! 


KEVIN WOULD LiKE TO 
SEE YOU Bt 


}EFORE YOU GO. 
ANP... AH... ERIC Z 


|2 WHE! 
TTENSI 


IN SEEMS REAL 
5B. THIS SCHOOL INCIDENT 
MUST BE REALLY TROUBLING 


HER. 
L KNOW SHE USED TO 
WAVE A semous cRUsH 
ON ME, BUT Z WAS UNDER 
THE IMPRESSION THATS: 


BOUT 
MY OTHER LIFE. 
ee) 


EMME GOT SHOT 
WHERE'D YOU GOZ 


WHAT'D YoU DO? 


WHAT'S UE 
GCOTCHE, 


‘MY 
APARTMENT INTHE 
IMIODLE OF THE Day 7 


YOURE BE WirTd 7H 


His AVENGERS But 


(OR ANP 
jopEs? 


“TWAS... TWAS: 
ONLY A ROAM, 


THOUGH AM DEERLY 
“TROUBLED BY THE THUNDER 
EA. GOP'S CURRENT STATE-- 


SERELY THENTY PACES Alii, ANOTHER LATE RISEL 
SAMANTHA TCE -- STRUGGLES | FIRST 
COPPER OF THE DAY» : 


DO MINE EYES 


Mi 
OR ig THis NOT 

THE EXECUTION- 
BRS AXE OF THE 


OH...HI, SAM... SEE YOU'VE V 
ALREADY MET MY...UH.., 
‘COUSIN’ 


L CAN'T WAIT 70 HEAR YOUR MOTHER'S 
REACTION WHEN I DESCRIBE THIS... 
iS? 


WERENOW TALKING 
WE VACULIUNG, 
Too’ 


ME ALONG, ERIC! WE 
1E MUCH TO DSCUSS/ 


; 
: 
‘ 
Q 


SOME SHARPSHOOTERS GETALL  \| ME, Z gust row 
BHI CSOPHICAL, THINKING oF THER AND PULL. 
‘OF THEMSELVES, 


a “THE SHOWBOATING, 
RASSITANO! 

enor cine THAT 

WOULON'T 00 SQUAT, 


YOU'RE SUPPOSED. 
iF Our SPECIALIS 


7 
7 


PoLG= RO! — ROMICE 


@ 
soiie =< 


FINE SHOTS-- RIGHT ‘BUT THAT-- THATS 
tmouen STONE'S HOLE! CMIPCEH BLES 


PUNISHER WAR JOURNAL: FINAL ENTRY 


NO SURVIVORS. NONE. WAY IT'S GOT 
To BE. ONLY WAY To BE SURE. 


EVEN IF IT MEANS THE END OF 
MY WAR. 


ENEMY'S MAKING CARELESS MOVES. 
BEEN IN-THE ZONE LONG Eucla TO 
KNOW A TRAP WHEN T S€E IT. 


YOu'O THINK IT WAS ONE OF MINE; 
THOUGH. THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL 
MOB FIGURE HEADS, TOGETHER IN ONE 
ROOM— IT'S A CROSSFIRE CARNE 
TO HAPPEN. 7 ee ONE-OE-THEM'S 
GOING TO BE WANTING CKEDIT FOR 
TAKING ME OUT. MAYBE THEY CAN 
TAKE OvT A FEW OF THEMSELVES 

IN THE PROCESS. 


NOT A CLEAN KILL. NO KILL 

1S CLEAN. MAYBE THAT'S WH, 
PEOPLE WEAR BLACK 
FUNERALS. IT DOESN'T 
THE DIRT, IT DOESN'T 
CAST THE BLAME. 


AND Pass THIS WILL 
BE A EVNERAL... 
THEIRS. 
QUES. 


IT ISN'T EVERYDAY 
You... 


KILL A FAMILY. 


DON'T LISTEN TO MICRO CHIP, HE 
KEEPS MENTIONING MARIA, Dorer 
CAN'T. CONCENTRATE ON THE WAR, 
THINK ABOUT THE ENEMY. CAN'T WAIT 
TO SEE THEIR FACES...WHEN I 
BLOW THEM OFF. 


THE ENEMY— 


4 ON 
RICH KID MADE RICH 
Y. 
WAD Stozce— BLOOD MONE 
RUSSIAN MOLINA 
NATIONWi 


vito vADUeeI— 
WORKS THE ISLAND 
FOR. EVERYTHING T'S 


Buck WRANGOZ 8 Fh 

PUK OAH ASSEE 2 

Our OF ITED OLD, Means ASE | SCARRED 

Cowaoy WITH PeAgL Pans oe 5 WEP TO 
€D AVTO! a - 

vee ick st0S HERE. 


C IN| 
SHE nie AN? Keer opr. 
we tats. zr MusT BE Goll 


MOUNTED IN PLACE OF A UMB— 


HE'S HERE AS INSURANCE 
FROM THE EVROPEANS THAT 
THE JOB GETS PONE. 


OUT OF 
16 DEE— SEEMS TO, MY MISERY. 
TAC OEE ANIZER, BANCY, 
i ie, BES oor 
IeLL- BRED TA 
MONEY AE EON TO G! 
TH oe tHe PRETTY BOY. 


BRUCE LAM— 
AUGUST DRAGON CLAN... 
HANDLES TORONTO, 
one ae AND NEW Yori. 
NELION | 
A MONTHS ga 


MICRO'S SURVEILLANCE CAMERA DID ee 


BEFORE. THEY SHOULD BE DEAD. 
MAYBE I'M SLIPPING. 


LIVIN! THROUGH THIS ISN'T IMPORTANT 
TAKING THEM ALL DOWN WITH ME IS. 


TOWER'S GOT STATE-OF-THE- 
ART TECH— A FULLY TRIPL 
REDUNDANT SECURITY 
SYSTEM. FIGUCE EVERYONE'S 
PARANOID AFTER THE WORLD 
TRADE EXPLOSION... 222 
OA ON ee 


DON'T THINK THERE'S ANY WAY. 


ED A BUNCH OF 
BUREAVCRATIC RED TAPE MAKING 
THI? ANY STICKIER. 


THE TOWER WON'T BE OPEN FOR 
ANOTHER COUPLE MONTHS. 
NO INNOCENTS. FUNNY. 


CREATE A DIVERSION TO COVER 
ENTRANCE. SECURITY WILL BE 
INTENSE. THERE'S NO WAY THEY'RE 
EXPECTING ME TO JVST WALK IN. 
MAYBE THAT'S THE DIVERSION. 


SHOPPING LIST— 
ULTRALITE, 1G STICKS 
DYNAMITE, 2000 LBS. 


VAN: RAPPELLING 
HARNESS... 


MICRO CHIE SAYS IT'S gue 
ne IF THAT'S STOPPED ME BEF 


eee le YOU ARE reine +t 
oe IS OVER. YOURS, TOO. DON 
ME. Leepite FOR THE WOR Ow 
PLACE WHERE INNOCENTS SUFFER AND 
WHERE THE GUILTY GO UNPUNISHED, : 
Z DID MY BEST, MICO. 


IT wit be NICE TO SEE Magia 


od 
aap’ 


ast 


WERE MINUTES | _WE CONPSCATED Twis FILTHFROR our )F xo wonper ME 
LATER, WAN. 5 PHOTOS, CWUOREN: ‘SCHOOL'S BEING IN- 
Y VADED By AN ARMY 


HAD GONE AFTER KEVIN 7/ PART OF AN ORGANIZED RING...WHICH 


HOW CAN I BREAK THIS TO MARCY? WHAT IF THAT MONSTER GERRINS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN 
QP |S BEING SYSTEMATICALLY KNOCKED 
OFFS 


ee 

seeos 
THE BRASS CALLED IN 
CODE: BLUE | 


AT 


GETALOOK, 
“THIS, STONE! 1 NALLY 
TA 


TH 
DISCS WESCORE 
I. At cerens’s Place! 


WE'RE TALKIN'A DATABASE 7A. THERE'S EVEN A CODED Lict 
FULL OF FREAKS--NAMES, Love OF THE MAIOR PLAYERS ON 
ADDRESSES AND PERVERSIONS/, “THE DISTRIBUTION CHAIN 7, 


CHE OREN ARE OUR 


MOST PRECI 


DROP THE RIFLE, 
‘BUG-EYES/ 


BELIEVE ME WHEN I Assume YOU 
THAT, AS YOUR SCHOOL STRICT 


=-WO ONE i MORE 
DETERMINED TO BRING HIS: 
KILLER TO JUSTICE THAN TZ. 


Bee 
"te aarande yours 
ATTEMPTING 10 SAVEL 


(BACK, MISTER, 
DONT KNOW 


\ARMANC B15 6 


“THE MOST REVOLTING 
PREDATOR OF THEM ALL! 


HE Paes ON THE 
/NNOCENT: 


AND ABUSES THE 
PLES S 


1 KNOW...BUTI...r MANAGED TO PS 1 SUMS | 
CAN'T... I JUST GAN’ OTM ES O THe SOON. EB 2 OE eae Adee 
LET YOU KIL HIM!) AQ’ THANKS TO MY TRUSTY Mace:- 
UT WHAT HAPPENS WOW: EN 
MAKES 


JO 
‘I FEEL LIKE THE WORLD'S SANGRE COULD BE ANOTHER: 
GREAIEST POOR, TE eso COSTA. eg 


GOOCER- i! 
HE'S ey A ZELahe oF 
ONE OF: Ld VICTIMS, 


ON THE pies ID, 

HE COULD | 

AN HIRES by 

RIVAL POR MAYBE THAT'S WHY THE 

RING: Ags SPECIALIZE IN 
\AJOR MENACES. IT's EASIER 
6 IDENTIFY THE HEROES FROM 
“THE VILLAINS / 


ane cuosee 
SOY EAL Er THe, 
none THE UNE BLLIS-“, 


WHAT AMM I SUPPOSED 10 90 
NOW 7 TNE WEVER ACTUALY} 
‘CAPTURED ANYONE BEFORE! 


16 POLICE ARE 
Wececronenient 
(a 
USTED... 
OVE, 


WHAT'S WROWG WITH ME7 I 
SHOULD HAVE KNOWN HE'D 


U ARE Quite 
Tite 
FOR A COSTUMED 


VIGILANTE? 


Z NEVER HEARD 
OF A PEaceE- 

LOVING AVENGER 
BEFORE NOW- 


WHOOC! THIS GAS 1S MAKING J IT ONLY PRESENTS AN WERE: THAT CHARACTER’ 
ME ALITTLE WoO2Y... BUTI } INCONVENIENT DELAY 1B 0 LOW ane Tine pean 
THINK I MANAGED TO STOP ¥ TOA MAN WHOCAN TM REALLY STARTING TO WON- 
swe wea WN DER IF I LEAPED TO THE WRONS 
TOR CONCLUSION! 
“TRUSTY OL’ MACE! es 


OW - OWS HE--OR SHE- HAS WHAT'LL I CONOW2 = J WHAT IF IT 
(MADE IT TO THE NEXT ROOFTOR MY MACE COULD EASILY = ACCIDENTALLY 
‘AND Is ALREADY TARGETING TAKE OUT SANGRE..BUT...» KILLS HER? 

PELPS! WHAT IF J THROW TOO AM Z WILLING 


HARD? TO GAMBLE 
> witiHer 
LIFE TO SAVE 
A SUMEBALL 
Like PELPS2/ 


Z'VE GOT TO GET PAST THESE REPORTERS. 
JANO REACH THE PODIUM WITHOUT CAUSING 

IS ANYTHING WRONG, ‘= A PANIC... WHLE THE REST OF MY Team 

OFFICER T DO YOU HAVE \ z = ‘SCANS THE ROOFTOPS! 

ANY FURTHER DEVELOP- = 

MENTS ON THE GERRINS 


Ses ge 


IFETY NQWows5 TO 
COVER HIM WITH MY OWN 
BODY? 


TTIME'S RUNNING OUT! 1M NICE GOING, LOUDMOUTH 
ONLY GONNA GET ONE Toss 
OF THis MACE? A RIOT, 
> < “THE ONLY WAY TO GUARANTEE 
y PELP'S Sai 


TLD ITS IL 

MANAGED TO 

DEFLECT THE 
‘SHOT, ANO-- Ze 


NICE GOING, HOTSHOT! 

OUR VIEWERS WiLL LOVE 

THE WAY YOU THROW. 

YOURSELF INTO YOUR 
WORK 


S9SS/ITANO” 
REAO Tis PIECE OF = 
FILTH HIS RIGHTS/ fe 


LVE Got AN ARMY of WH 
SURROUNDING 


Stir 
THE AREA. HE WON'T 
GET FAR! 


HNOTICED BY THE 

POUCE, FOR 

TWE MORE THAN OC- 

CASIONAL ADMIRING 
LANCE 


WALLA CONCEPCION 
CASUALLY SLIPS THROUGH 
"THE DRAGNET AAEANT 
FOR SANGRE?” 


PLAYER ON THE 
VIGUANTE SCENE. 


ALAbY WHO 
DEITELY 


BEARS 
WATCHINGS 


SOME V/CTORVT STONE PRACTICALLY 
CHEWED OFF AAy FACE FOR PANICKING 
“THAT CROWD, SANGRE ESCAPED. 


AND THERE'S ALWAYS THE CHANCE 
THAT ZELPS WiLL FINDA WAY" 


MIGHT, 2 i mustt £MUST 77 

“1S SAID THAT THE THUNDER GOD LISTEN, LADY, AY RESPONSIBILMES 

yeas =) 45 A AATHER AND ANFNENGER )) 
GONE MAP, * ANI OY) ARE WEVER “| 


< MUST Alp MES 
SEE CURRENT (55UES- Bi I'M NOT SURE YOURE QUALIFIEP: 

oF THOR roe Dera: NOME 7 
RALF THE SHRINK gies 


VE WHAT THEY MUST BE 
DOG / 


AND, WHY 16 THAT. 
AGAIN? OW, J REMEM- 
BER NOW... YOU RAN 
OUT ON 


169 10 THOR 
DRE YOU CRAZY 


i 


ONLY WOW BLL 

FEELS LIKE THE OME 
ENDOFA WORSE FOR THINKING 
‘YOU'D BACK HIM UP? 


ZL HAVE... THIMES HERE... ONCE AGAIN “18 
a WHICH I MUST DO. I CAN'T QE Cn wave 
s LEAVE NOW. THAT WHICH Z..DESIRE! 


JAM WEIL 
ACQUAINTED! 


ZZ 


IT’S TOO LATE! 
SHE'S ALREADY 


‘I KNOW THAT SHE AND ~S 
ia wae rare 
BUT...S0 DOES MEVIN/ HANE BEEN 7/ 
C> 
40-BOr om AW, 
REALLY STARTING TO os 
GET FRAZZLED AT BEING = 
“TORN IN SO MANY DIF- 
FERENT DIRECTIONS / 
/ NEXT /SSUE* 
5 Our Hero GETS CHEWED 
OUT BY OPTAIN 
AM ‘A cenvain 
FAMILIAR WEB-SW) 

BUT, 2 oul MAKES THE SCENE, MeacY 
THATS THE PRICE L ns Ex DROPS A BOMBSHELL, ERC 
Inet Day foe WeLDME, in gor ses #12 | | MIEWACE, AN THONTMNGE, 

: : AND THEN THN 
The NEVER ASGUME-RALE. CET REALLY INTERESTING! 


31 


